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ness, (2) distribution of immigrants, (3) citizenship, and (4) pro- 
tection against exploitation. It is interesting in this connection 
to recall that the U. S. Immigration Commission recommended an 
international Conference with these general objects in view; that 
the President was empowered by Congress to call such a Confer- 
ence in the immigration law enacted in 1917; and that the Italian 
government delegates endeavored to have the subject placed on 
the agenda of the International Labor Conferences of 1919 and of 
1921. Professor Foerster's exposition of the subject should 
bring us nearer to the time when, by international action, the un- 
necessary hardships of exclusion and deportation, the exploitation 
of one group and the reflex suffering which it entails on others, 
will be reduced. 

Gbace Abbott. 
Hull House, Chicago. 



A Constitution of the Socialist Commonwealth of Great 
Britain. By Sidney and Beatrice Webb. London: Long- 
mans, Green and Co., 1920. Pp. xviii, 364. Price, 12s. 6d. 

The proposed reconstruction of the British constitution by 
the Webbs is due to a request of M. Camille Huysmans to the 
constituent bodies of the International Socialist Congress that 
they should furnish reports upon the socialisation of industries 
and services, and upon the constitution that should be adopted by 
any nation desirous of setting its house in order upon Socialist 
principles. The authors thought that statements of abstract 
principles would be of less value than a concrete proposal or a new 
model worked out in some detail for Great Britain, which would 
represent the changes to be wrought in the fabric of the constitu- 
tion such as a strong Socialist Ministry would probably be led to 
propose. If there is to be an Utopia, it is to be an Utopia accord- 
ing to plan. The first part, which is the survey of the ground, 
may be avoided by those who wish to get at the constructive side 
of the book which begins in Part II. The ancient institution of a 
hereditary monarch is retained, though the authors do lay some 
stress on the social disadvantages by which it has hitherto been 
accompanied; but the House of Lords will simply cease to exist. 
The Commons are to be broken up into two halves, a Political 
and a Social Parliament, the former controlling foreign affairs, 
national defence and the judiciary, while the latter controls all the 
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industries and services and holds the purse strings, — to use an old 
slogan of socialists, "the government of men must be distinguished 
from the administration of things." A change in this respect 
would not be unacceptable, when the failure of Parliament to cope 
with the collective business of the community is borne in 
mind. In the Webbs' scheme both parliaments would be elected 
geographically. 

From this proposed dual system of parliaments, they pass on to 
the organization of industries and services. It need not be sup- 
posed that the progressive socialisation of industries which they 
look forward to will ever be universally complete and that there 
will be no unsocialised enterprise. "It may even be predicted 
with confidence that there will always be a toleration of unso- 
cialised industries and services such as the whole realm of individ- 
ual production in horticulture, peasant agriculture and the artis- 
tic handicrafts together with the vocations of poet and artist." 

A chapter is given to measures of transitional control over those 
undertakings which at any particular time are not yet promoted 
to the status of a public service. A standing Committee of Pro- 
ductivity for the assistance of the nation's industry, which would 
turn the searchlight of published knowledge upon all industrial 
enterprise, is recommended, and also a course of expropriation on 
the lines adopted by local authorities in the absorption of private 
property. In the end, the state will own practically everything, 
for this is no syndicalist system, indeed, the tone of the book is 
practical and conciliatory. "We want," they say in conclusion, 
"to get rid of the stuffiness of private interest, and to usher in 
a reign of Measurement and Publicity." 

M. J. 
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Community Organization. By Joseph K. Hart. The Social Welfare 

Library. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. 225. Price, 

$2.25. 

This volume is the first of a series, entitled " The Social Welfare 
Library," under the general editorship of Dr. Edward T. Devine, and as 
such it has an introduction presenting the point of view of the series. In 
the opinion of the editor, social work during the past ten years has concen- 
trated upon technique at the risk of losing the larger view of social condi- 
tions, forces and motives. The Library is intended to contribute to social 
thinking rather than to technique. 

This opening volume by Dr. Hart, well known to students of social as- 
pects of education because of his Democracy in Education, is well conceived 



